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The purpose of this conference is to provide a platform to scholars to share their ideas on 
how we can save our natural environment and promote ecosolidarity. This is going to be a 
paperless conference. The abstract book, conference program, and certificates will be 
distributed via email only. 
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I would like to propose our 2nd International Conference on Ecolignsuitics and 
Ecological Narratives at the Department of English Linguistics and Literature, 
Riphah International University, Islamabad on March 9th and 10th, 2023. 
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Conference Focal Person
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First of all, I warmly welcome you all to the 
1st international conference on Ecolinguistics 
organized by the Department of English Linguistic 
and literature. It is such a pleasure to be a part of 
this gathering today. I appreciate the department 
for understanding the need to address such a 
timely issue through this conference. Riphah is 
always enthusiastic/ready to take up challenges 
to cope with modern-day issues.

We live in a world where we hear about the 
depleting ozone layer, melting ice caps, rising 
sea level, and so much more on a daily basis. 
Our predicament is not these issues, rather in my 
opinion, the predicament is our inability to address 
these issues. I feel pleasure to be here because we 
all are trying to reach some concrete solutions 
through language and literacy. Ecolinguistics 
explores the role of language in the life-
sustaining interactions of humans, other species, 

and the physical environment. A language 
becomes the first step for addressing the 
critical ecological issues. It can help us 
promote biodiversity, eco-solidarity and 
environmental justice.

This conference will prove to be the first 
substantial step towards initiating discussions 
around ecology. I hope that if the other concerned 
institutes continue to invite scholarly debates on 
ecological issues in Pakistan, we can bring about 
positive changes.

I would like to leave you all with Greta Thunberg’s 
statement, ‘I want you to act as if the house is on 
fire because it is.’ 

Let me congratulate the department for 
organizing this conference and inviting 
discussions on this very crucial issue. 



 Patron 
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According to the US sources, Americans buy 
62 million newspapers and throw away around 
44 million every day. That is the equivalent of 
dumping of 500,000 trees a day (source: 
AnisAhmad, Global Ethics, Environmentally 
Applied: An Islamic View(2009), King-Tak IP 
ed. “Environmental Ethics Intercolonial 
Perspective”, New York: Rodopi, p.95)
Islam wants to benefit from nature but does not 
allow to destruct it. It wants conservation of 
resources and Energy, living with austerity, and 
avoiding extravagance. The Qur’an strongly 
condemns israf and waste of resources. The 
Prophet s.w.a.s. instructs that even when making 
ablution on a river bank, a believer should not 
wash his face and hands more than three times. 
It is time that youth become aware of valuable 
instructions on preserving ecological balance in 
the Qur’an and Sunnah. I hope this conference will 
address Islamic contribution to ecological issues, 
and role of youth in keeping the environment 
clean and tayib.
I congratulate the Department of English 
Linguistics and Literature and all the organizing 
members for putting up such a great initiative to 
hold a dialogue on how language can be a part of 
addressing ecological disasters.

I am glad to learn that the Department of English 
Linguistics and Literature is organizing the 
International Conference on “Ecolinguistics 
and Ecological Narratives”. This conference is 
significant because its outcomes are expected to 
bring a positive impact on the intellectual level to 
understand and handle the environmental issues 
at least in Pakistan. 
One major recurring theme in the Qur’an is 
the creation of universe and our planet earth. 
Not only the believers but all human beings are 
invited by the Qur’an to ponder on the ecosystem 
and the ecological balance Allahswt has created 
in environment. “Surely in the creation of the 
heavens and the earth and in the alternation of 
the night and day there are signs for people of 
understanding”Al-‘Imran 3:190. Unfortunately, 
the so-called age of modernity and technology has 
exceeded all possible limits of raping nature and 
polluting environment with poisonous chemical 
wastes and destruction of rainforests. According 
to available data it takes 75,000 trees to print the 
Sunday edition of the New York Times only.One 
can imagine how many green forests are eliminated 
not only every week, but throughout the years by 
only one symbol of modernity. The plight does not 
end with the printing of the New York Times, 
Los Angeles Times and the Chicago Tribune, to 
name only three major US newspapers. 



Dr. Muhammad Shaban Rafi 
HoD, Department of English

Linguistics and Literature

Riphah International University

Focal Person

Pakistan is one of the countries highly 
vulnerable to climate change. The World Air 
Quality Report 2021 has ranked Pakistan 
among the most polluted countries in the 
world. In recent years, Pakistan has faced 
floods, droughts, and heat waves that have 
killed thousands of people, destroyed livestock 
and infrastructure. There is speculation of 
Pakistan's future environmental catastrophes if 
the global warming scale remains the same. 
Several measures can be taken to control 
global warming; among them is helping people 
become environmentally knowledgeable and 
responsive. This goal might be achieved by 
creating an "ecolinguistic” approach that utilizes 
people's first language to better understand 
environmental situations.
Pakistan is a country where over 74 languages 
are spoken across its regions. These languages 
have unique structures and cultural approaches 
that serve to promote and maintain their local 
environment. However, the environmentally 
related texts currently used to appeal to people 
to protect the natural environment are primarily 
in English and Urdu, which may result in 
large portions of the Pakistani population who 
may miss or misunderstand the messages 
conveyed. For example, certain English words 
e.g., the greenhouse effects and greenhouse 
gases used to communicate about global 
warming are usually perceived by the Pakistani 
multilingual speakers as ways to promote green 
environment. The Urdu language translates the 
metaphor: greenhouse effect as sabz makani 
asser that is connotated with ‘migration’ and ‘house 

with green effect’. It is surprising to note that 
linguistic structures used to report global 
warming supposedly signify the climate crisis 
as a future problem and mask human agency. 
Even nature and objects are explicitly 
declared responsible for disturbing the 
ecosystem, e.g., the Indus River Dolphin is 
affected by pollution in the rivers.There are 
abstractions realized linguistically that minus the 
individuals responsible for destroying the 
environment.
Language and communication are magical abilities 
that we all humans have. They are powerful forces 
that shape our opinions, attitude, and, ultimately, 
behavior. Sapir, one of the early exponents of 
ecolinguistics, points out that it is the vocabulary of 
a language that primarily reflects its speakers' 
physical and social environment.Thus, the language 
we speak enables us to express our responses toward 
climate crises. As has been endorsed by Halliday 
(1990) that pollution is not only the problem of 
environmentalists but also for the applied linguistic 
community to explore how human actions 
manifested through language have caused 
unprecedented changes in the ecosystem.  
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Our first international e-conference on “Ecolinguistics 
and Ecological Narratives” highlights the importance 
of local languages that may play an essential role in 
engaging citizens in greater understandings of the 
world’s environmental crisis and providing an 
ecolinguistic solution. This conferenceaims to be a part 
of critical language awareness that suggests 
ecolinguistic planning to interrogate and potentially 
expose usages of languages and linguistic forms which 
may contribute to ecological well-being.  
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Dr. Arran Stibbe
University of Gloucestershire, Cheltenham, United Kingdom

Ecolinguistics and Ethical Leadership

This talk explores what ecolinguistics can offer the study of ethical leadership. 
There are many definitions of leadership but one of the most useful from an 
ecolinguistic perspective is that it involves individuals who attempt to re-frame and re-
define the reality of others. This makes leadership primarily a linguistic performance, 
and ecolinguistics is concerned with how language encourages ecologically harmful 
or beneficial behaviour. This talk explores the language of ethical leadership through 
analysis of inspiring leadership speeches and reveals some of the linguistic processes 
which play a role in defining reality and promoting ecologically beneficial behaviour.
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Dr. Peter Makwanya
Zimbabwe Open University, Zimbabwe

Let Nature Speak, Exploring the Language of the Environment 
as a Laboratory for Learning

One of the reasons to preserve nature, keep it intact and sufficiently groomed is not only 
to restore it, manage effects of erosion and avoid the overall environmental collapse. The 
main goal is to tell a good story for people to live by, including making the environment 
the cradle of knowledge transfers and, above all, a natural laboratory. An intact and 
complete bouquet of the environment has one instrumental impetus, that of facilitating 
lifelong learning in children and conditions in which they can learn and retain more than 
75% of what they actively visualise and practice, against the background of what they are 
told, lectured and read. The environment being everything that surrounds us, is where 
peace dwells, reciprocating with humans, animals, all creatures great and small, plants, 
forests and surrounding infrastructure. There has been a strong relationship between 
humans and the environment since time immemorial but the gesture of good will has 
fallen by the wayside, children do not know that nature and humans are inseparable due 
to amount of recklessness and destruction unfolding, contributing to negative impacts of 
climate change. Therefore, the idea of seeing, doing, exploring and believing is central 
and key, not just for children, but for the crop of young people seeking productive 
learning and meaningful transfer of knowledge and natural skills for transformative new-
knowledge economy. Research is qualitative based influenced by ecosystemic theories 
and ecological discourse analysis (EDA) and multimodal discourse analysis become 
essential as approaches to unravel essential components that bind nature and their 
interactions to contribute to human knowledge and understanding.
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University of Santo Tomas, Manila, Philippines

Growthism vs Less is More

United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals: How Language 
Classes can Help
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International Islamic University, Islamabad, Pakistan
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   Plenary Speaker

University of Wah, Wah, Pakistan
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   Keynote Speakers

Dr. Maria Rudneva & Dr. Elena Parakhina
RUDN University, Moscow, Russia

Ecoliteracy in Russia: Rant or Must

The study we intend to present showcases the notion of ecoliteracy in the Russian 
society nowadays. The objective of this research is, firstly, to investigate whether 
ecoliteracy as well as general understanding of the concept of sustainable living 
exist in the modern Russian society only within professional framework of 
environmental scientists. Secondly, we would like to consider social background 
factors that impact current status of ecoliteracy among Russians. Thirdly, we 
would like to discuss possible steps to promote sustainable living and make 
ecoliteracy a permanent pattern of culture for all community members.

To achieve the abovementioned goals, we conducted a survey, which was offered to 
two groups of respondents. The first group of about 70 people is represented by 
budding ecology professionals who currently are enrolled at BSc and MSc 
programmes of the Institute of Ecology at RUDN University, Moscow. The second 
group is composed of about 60 non-professional community members whose 
exposure to environmental issues is limited to accidental social encounters. We 
repurposed the survey by McGinn (2014), some minor changes were introduced to 
replace culture-specific values with the notions more familiar to the Russian 
respondents. The survey was administered online by the survio.com service, the results 
were analyzed and interpreted.

According to Keraf (2014) the sustainable community dwells on two major factors. 
Primarily, it is essential that every community member has solid understanding and 
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Prince Sattam Bin Abdulaziz University, KSA

"National Vision for Climate Action": An Ecological Perspective of 
the Corporate Discourse



   Keynote Speakers
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Mr. Graeme Gilmour & Mr. Carol Inugai Dixon
Hirochima Global Academy, Japan

Ecolinguistics in Hiroshima Global Academy (HiGA)

Educating for current contexts demands changes in traditional pedagogies. International 
Baccalaureate (IB) programmes insist each student studies at least two languages and 
encourage inquiry though interdisciplinary perspectives that embrace diverse views. 
Hiroshima Global Academy (HiGA) is a new purpose-built high school, in Japan, that 
envisions educating leaders of sustainable peace. The middle year students follow the IB 
Middle Years Programme (MYP) synergized with the Japanese National Curriculum 
(JNC) and a Social Emotional Ethical (SEE) Learning programme. Creating changes in 
values that will support sustainable peace are integral across the curriculum. Curriculum 
overload becomes a serious concern in schools pursuing high-stake examination success 
when it is easy to lose sight of original school missions. HiGA consciously seeks to 
fulfill curriculum requirements to support its mission. Identified as relevant to this goal 
ecolinguistics has been incorporated into the curriculum map in various places. Most 
recently, it was part of an MYP interdisciplinary unit (IDU) for grade nine students.  The 
underlying research question was: Can an ecolinguistics approach to studying Japanese 
literature in the original language and English translation refine student sensibilities to 
how language encodes values, constructs knowledge and informs actions. Works of 
Arran Stibbe were adapted by the Japanese and English department for student study of 
Japanese haiku and the movie Totoro no tonari over a 3-day period. Student 
outcomes included reflections that indicate a general raising of awareness of the 
power of language in encoding and creating values. 



Ms. Iman Aib & Dr. Wasima Shehzad
Air University Islamabad, Pakistan

An Ecolinguistic Analysis of National Environmental Policies of 
Pakistan

This paper takes an eco critical discourse approach to examine the conceptual frames embedded 
in the environmental policies of Pakistan. Given the trajectory of environmental degradation of 
Pakistan, being ranked at the seventh most affected countries, there is a need for ecolinguistic 
investigation of how environmental policy discourse perpetuates misleading orientation towards 
ecological behaviour. We followed an eco critical discourse analysis of frames and framing 
using Stibbe’s (2015) and Lakoff’s (2010) theories of frames and framing through transitivity 
analysis using Systemic Functional Linguistics. The data comprised National Environmental 
Policy of Pakistan (2005), National Sanitation Policy (2006), National Forest Policy (2015) and 
National Climate Change Policy (2012). The linguistic communication within Pakistan’s 
environmental policies reveals an oppressive anthropocentric reality that under-represents the 
role of local ecology. The discourse advocates environmental concerns in a paradoxical fashion 
that discourages positive ecological behaviour. We suggest that the National Environmental 
Policies of Pakistan, being part of green consciousness discourse, require more positive 
ecological stories to replace the emphasis it now puts on technological application and 
consumerist practices which contribute to non-ecological behaviour and unsustainable 
environment.  The findings of this study can help guide future environmental policymakers of 
Pakistan to write environmental policies that encourage positive ecological behavior towards 
environment. 
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 Dr. Douglas Ponton

Are we the Virus? Covid Memes, Nature and Online Humour



Women University, Swabi, Pakistan | COMSATS University Islamabad, Pakistan.
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Ms. Quratul Ain & Dr. Fasih Ahmed



 Plenary Speaker

University of Education, Lahore, Pakistan
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This study aims at exploring: (a) erasure of human agency in the ecological content taught at 
primary level in various Pakistani private schools through English textbooks, and (b) students’ 
perception about ecolinguistics. Stibbe’s perspective concerning the erasure of human agency in 
the natural environment and students’ responses to the understanding of ecological texts were 
used to address the objectives mentioned earlier. The content analysis reveals the erasure of 
human agency through nominalization and passivization. The student participants acknowledged 
for making an overall understanding of the ecological text. The study concludes that the erasure 
of human agency in an isolated sentence may create a semantic barrier, but when that sentence 
and words are read along with the whole text, it makes meaning. The findings in Pakistani 
context negate the perspective of Stibbe who claims that the erasure of human agency in the 
ecological text hinders the meaning-making process. The study suggests linking the role of first 
language and biodiversity to create awareness about the natural environment. 



  Presenters

International Islamic University, Islamabad, Pakistan
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Ms. Tayyaba Tajamal & Dr. Fauzia Janjua
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Presenter
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Ms. Durdana Rafiq & Dr. Fauzia Janjua
University of Turbat, Pakistan  |  International Islamic University, Islamabad, Pakistan

An Exploration of Anthropocene as Good or Bad; Revisiting Kim 
Stanley’s masterpiece “The Ministry for the Future” (2020) under 

the Backdrop of Ecosophy



Plenary Speaker

National University of Modern Languages, Islamabad, Pakistan

Ecofeminism & Ecriture Feminine: A Critical Review of Langley's You 
Are Divine: A Search for The Goddess in All of Us

You Are Divine: A Search for The Goddess in All of Us (2022) by Dawn Reno Langley 
is a recently published non-fictional book. This paper focuses at exploring and 
reviewing this book through the écriture feminine and ecofeminist lens to study how 
Langley takes the reader on the journey through the pages of history and culture to seek 
the inner strength and wisdom found in each one of us and to study how the tradition of 
the divine feminine has been a part of the cultures around the globe, and also how the 
book reveals that the lives of these divine feminine have been a source of inspiration to 
women around the world for ages. The paper will provide an insight into how You Are 
Divine tries to make especially the women readers discover their unique way of taking 
back power, calling for justice, connecting with their creativity, exploring ecofeminism 
and much more. 
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 Presenters

International Islamic University, Islamabad, Pakistan
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Ms. Afshan Abbas & Dr. Fauzia Janjua

The present study focuses on the ecosophical thoughts by Guattari (2009) as 
an instrument of knowledge of the human sense in nature, and their 
respective connections to Visual Grammar .For this purpose, this study incorporates 
Guattari’s ecosophy through the model of visual grammar in order to trace the 
environmental crisis in the graphic novel  ‘As The World Burns’ by Derrick 
Jensen & Stephen Mcmillan published in 2007. Kress and Van Leeuwen 
(2001) argue that “multimodality is one of modern society features” (p. 2). 
The current study is employed qualitative methodology to explore the nexus 
between Visual Grammar (2006) and Felix Guattari’s ecosophies (2009). The data 
chosen for this study is the graphic novel ‘As the world burns’. In graphic analysis, 
Kress and Van Leeuwen visual grammar can help in the analysis of multimodal speech 
The present study analyzes the Visuals of the graphic novel ‘As the World burns’ by 
employing the model of Kress and Van Leeuwen in order to reveal the 
environmental, mental and social ecosophies in the selected graphic novel. For this 
reason, the present study is focused on utilizing the model of visual grammar as a tool 
to analyze the ecosophical approach of Guattari.

Ego-Centricism to Eco-Centricism: A Visual Ecosophical Analysis of 
the Graphic Novel ‘As the World Burns’



Presenter

Ms. Rafaqat Bano
 Leads University Lahore, Pakistan

Eco-solidarity in Second Language Learning in Pygmalion by 
Barnard Shah

The research article explores the aspects of eco-solidarity and its powerful role in second 
language learning. Lake of eco-solidarity causes confusion and weak performance by 
learners in result. In literature review authors have not attempted topic satisfactory and 
for further investigation authors point out the hinderances in second language learning. 
Research question is what are the aspects of eco-solidarity that play significant role in 
second language learning. To find the answer of research question, theory of eco-
solidarity by Emil Durkheim is applied on the basis of Pygmalion by Barnard Shah. Emil 
Durkheim described that eco-solidarity or collective consciousness is formed through 
interaction with humans, environment and nature. Eco-solidarity plays important role in 
first language learning as well as in second language learning. The more a learner ignores 
eco-solidarity in first language the more he confuses in second language learning. Better 
results can be found by making link of second language with first language learning.  The 
methodological approach in qualitative research is comparative, interdisciplinary and 
critical analysis. Theory of eco-solidarity is applied for description and evaluation in 
Liza’s language learning process successfully, in Pygmalion.
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Murray College, Sialkot, Pakistan
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An Ecolinguistic Analysis of English/Urdu Newspapers for Planning 
Eco-texts
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Govt. College for Women Peshawar Road, Pakistan | Riphah International University, Pakistan
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Ms. Sarwat Urooj & Ms. Samina Najeeb

Advertisement Critical Discourse Analysis of Climate Change Public 
Service Advertisements: Persuasion and Implications for Global 

Audiences

An advertisement is an effective tool to promote a message and to persuade people. 
Social issues about environment need our attention and awareness about these issues 
can be raised by critiquing the effectiveness of public service messages within the 
framework of   advertisement discourse on climate change. This study focuses on the 
analysis of five non-profit public service advertisement by United Nations published 
in 2020. The advertisements selected for analysis were accessed from the UN website 
publishing these advertisements on their YouTube channel, they were a part of UN’s 
public awareness campaign on global warming and climate change, run in 2020.  The 
methodology adopted for this study is qualitative, and the approach is critical 
discourse analysis in the domain of advertising. The study seeks to investigate how 
discourse in advertisement constructs meanings by effectively using linguistic 
features.



Keynote Speakers

Dr. Rebecca K. Fox & Dr. Muhammad Shaban Rafi
George Mason University, USA | Riphah International University, Pakistan

Ecological Worldviews of Multilingual Pakistani Speakers: 
Implications for Ecolinguisitic Planning

Several measures must be taken to address the global warming crisis if we are to see world 
change. Among these is to propose the joining of perspectives and voices of  culturally and 
linguistically diverse populations in order to foster  environmentally knowledgeable and 
responsive actions. The present study posits that this goal might be achieved by creating a 
linguistic habitat that evokes people’s first language (L1) and cultural perspectives to better 
understand and address current environmental catastrophes. A purposive participant sample in 
this qualitative study consists of 25 undergraduate students majoring in linguistics who were 
selected to provide input regarding how their first language (Balochi, Balti, Pashto, Punjabi, 
and Sindhi) might approach ecological problems and consider its role in promoting a 
biocentric worldview. While considering the epistemological perspectives offered by 
ecolinguistics, the qualitative data  were analyzed for linguistic resources (words and 
structures) employed by the participants to describe aspects of the environmental crisis and 
considered critical perspectives to inform solutions to the world crisis. Findings reveal that 
while describing the natural environment in Urdu and English, the two official and dominant 
languages of Pakistan, the participants often borrowed words and used structures that do not 
appear to connect directly to first language terminology. These coded passages in 
participants’ L1 surfaced several areas for discussion, such as how might such broader 
dilemmas as global warming be addressed in these L1s to ensure deep understanding? While 
accomplishing one purpose of providing communication about environmental issues through 
borrowed terminology, perhaps the dominant languages could have easily jeopardized deep  
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communication in some regional  languages, and thus also compromised their 
ecological worldview. Results raise the question of what would it take to tap into 
regional languages  to arrive at a more successful biocentric worldview among 
speakers of those languages?  Changing the current environmental world situation into a 
more positive place demands concerted effort among multiple stakeholders, including 
language professionals. Purposeful, ecological language planning and its translation of 
ecological content to local languages may provide a solution that promotes deeper 
understanding at individual and collective levels and advances world understanding.  
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Joint Statement of United Nations Entities on the Right to Healthy 
Environment

The right to a healthy environment is recognized by over 150 UN member states, but it has 
not been formally recognized at the global level thereby delaying achievement of the 
Sustainable Development Goals, exacerbating inequalities, and creating protection gaps, 
especially for environmental human rights defenders, children, youth, women, and indigenous 
peoples who often have been and continue to be agents of change for safeguarding the 
environment.
We are faced with a triple environmental crisis: climate change, loss of biodiversity and 
pollution. Rights of present and future generations depend on a healthy environment. The 
global recognition of the right to a healthy environment will support efforts to leave no one 
behind, ensure a just transition to an environmentally healthy and socially equitable world and 
realize human rights for all.
We commend the Council’s leadership for bringing the world closer to global recognition and 
protection of the right to a healthy environment.  
We also welcome the pledge signed by over 1,000 civil society, child, youth and indigenous 
peoples’ organizations calling for Member States to recognize the right to a healthy 
environment.
We have come together under the UN Secretary-General’s Call to Action for Human Rights, 
through the inspiration provided by the Council, and in response to the urgent call for action 
from all corners of the world to declare that the time for global recognition, implementation, 
and protection of the human right to a safe, clean, healthy and sustainable environment is now.

We stand ready to support Member States in achieving this objective.

Human Rights Council, 46th Session. General Debate, Item 3, 22 February to 24 March 2021

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?
NewsID=26754&LangID=E
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Ms. Greta Thunberg

Swedish Environmental Activist

“To all of you who choose to look the other way every day because you seem more frightened 
of the changes that can prevent catastrophic climate change than the catastrophic climate 

change itself. Your silence is worst of all.”

https://medium.com/wedonthavetime/the-rebellion-has-begun-d1bffe31d3b5 

“Why are we not reducing our emissions? Why are they, in fact, still increasing? Are we 
knowingly causing a mass extinction? Are we evil? No, of course not. People keep doing what 
they do because the vast majority doesn’t have a clue about the consequences of our everyday 

life. And they don’t know the rapid changes required.”

 https://www.environmentshow.com/greta-thunberg-quotes 
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